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CECIL — When Martin 
Juedes won his first election 
here, Franklin Roosevelt was 
president and sirloin steak sold 
for 30 cents a pound. 

Today Roosevelt’s presidency 
is relegated to history books and 
steak sells for about 10 times as 
much, but Juedes still holds the 
title of commander in chief of 
this Shawano County Village. 

"How old do you think I am?” 
Juedes asked. 

"I’m going to be 85 in April,” 
he said, a twinkle in his eye not¬ 
ing a sense of pride in his age 
and stamina. ”1 was born in 1905 
in Bonduel. I got married to a 
girl from Cecil in 1928. I moved 
here in 1933.” 

By his own account, Juedes 
won his first election as village 
president in 1943, retired for a 
time after 1969, and re-entered 
politics in the 1980s for a total of 
35 years of public service. 

What’s kept him here all these 
years? And why the choice to re¬ 
main in public life? 

It’s a messy job at times, 
Juedes explained, but somebody 
has to do it. 

"You have to have some¬ 
body,” said Juedes, not too im¬ 
pressed by the length of his ten¬ 
ure. 

And Juedes is just the sort of 
somebody who fits the bill in 
Cecil, a village on the western 
shore of Shawano Lake that lays 
claim to a bustling tourist indus¬ 
try during the summer and a 
year-round population that in¬ 
cludes many senior citizens. 

Juedes seems to embody the 
leisurely, immutable rhythm of 
life in Cecil. Elsewhere in Cecil, 
other links to the past exist. 

Schmidt’s Country Market, 
with its ornate tin ceiling and 
soda counter, is no mere re-cre¬ 
ation of a general store. This is 
the real thing. 


Locals meet each morning to 
chew over the day’s events. 
Soda, in old-fashioned return¬ 
able bottles, flows freely. Visi¬ 
tors receive a warm welcome. 

"I’m 208 years old,” joked the 
coincidentally, although per¬ 
haps not appropriately named 
owner of the store, Cecil Rohloff. 
"I grew up in this little store.” 

Rohloff said her parents, in a 
mischievous mood passed on to 
their daughter, decided the 
name fit her. 

Leaning against an ice-cream 
freezer, Rohloff talked about life 
in Cecil and her function as un¬ 
official matriarch. 

Rohloff said she opens at 7 
each morning to handle the ear¬ 
ly crowd — school children wait¬ 
ing for their bus. The next wave 
of customers is a bit older, but 
still here for the same reason as 
the youngsters: a few bottles of 
soda, a few laughs. 

"I’m here 24 hours a day,” 
Rohloff said. ”1 used to get 
around more, but if I wasn’t 
here, people wouldn’t know 
where to go. It’s entertaining 
anyway. It’s fun.” 

Entertaining and fun have 
been Cecil’s trademarks since 
the village’s inception in the 
mid-1880s. 

Built on a foundation of log¬ 
ging and agriculture, Cecil pros¬ 
pered. Margaret Koeppen’s His - 
tory of Cecil notes that raucous 
taverns catered to the rough- 
hewn lumbermen. 

But a decline in logging, has¬ 
tened by the railroad’s departure 
in 1933, sealed Cecil’s fate. The 
shift from boisterous lumber 
town to sedate recreational cen¬ 
ter was swift and permanent. 

That change is evident down 
the street from Schmidt’s store. 
At Jim McGlin’s Cecil Sport 
Shop, the fishing bait business 
has moved briskly. Fishing, espe¬ 
cially ice fishing, has become a 
staple of the local economy. 

"The fishing has been excel- 



General store: Schmidt’s Country Market during the past 25 years. The kids gave 
owner Cecil Schmidt shows photos of her the photos and she decided to display 
Cecil area youths who have visited her them on a wall in the store. 



□ Named altar railroad man Cecil Leavitt in 1884 

□ 1920 village population — 379; 1990 population - 

□ 150 seasonal campsites at Shawano Lake 

□ 350 to 600 Ice-fishing shanties on Shawano Lake 
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lent this year,” said McGlin, 
who estimated the number of ice 
shanties off the Cecil shore at 
350. 

”We’ve got excellent fishing 
and we’re not too far away from 
a lot of cities,” said McGlin, 44. 
''People don’t have to spend an 
entire day driving all the way up 
north just to fish. And we’ve got 
a lot of good restaurants for peo¬ 


ple coming here from out of 
town.” 

Juedes, a man of the people if 
ever there was one, eats, drinks 
and sleeps ice fishing. 

Surveying the ice from his 
lakefront apartment with binoc¬ 
ulars, Juedes weighed the bene¬ 
fits of an afternoon fishing trip. 

”If the temperature gets up to 
around 25, 28 this afternoon and 


the barometer starts going 
down, then I’ll go,” Juedes said. 
"When the barometer goes 
down, that’s when the best fish¬ 
ing is.” 

With the experience Juedes 
can call on, you tend to believe 
him. 

■ Next Week: Wrightstown in 
Brown County 









Quiet street: Except for a few parked cars and a lone slow one recent winter morning. The village may Cecil leader Martin Juedes is vil 

walker, the pace on State Highway 22 in Cecil looks look calm, but its history suggests otherwise. lage president of Cecil. 










